
 
   

About the Cow Input Form: 
 
The form has been designed to be simple and easy to complete.  You need to obtain the 
total weight and % DM of EACH FEED fed to the each of the 2 groups of Dry Cows in 
1DAY. The program will extrapolate the information to show a cost to keep a Dry Cow  
based on this 1 day “snapshot”.  If you use a “Close Up” or “Transition” program it may be 
best to choose a day when you have animals in both groups. 
 
Below is a short description of how to fill out this form. 
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1. Make sure Member information is correct 
2. Make sure Herd information is correct 

¨ # of Cows & Days in the CLOSE UP group is the number of cows today and the 
expected length of time you keep them in the close up group. 

¨ # Far Off Cows &  C.I. is as it is on the day the analysis Is done. 
¨ Avg # Days Dry is a calculation of (or your best estimate) the average # days an 

animal is dry. 
3. Make sure the Feed Information is correct  

¨ Identify the quality of forage as accurately as possible.  This will affect the cost. 
¨ The ID box is to record identification for your forages.  You may indicate 1st or 2nd cut or 

record the number off the feed analysis report.   
¨ The FEED AMOUNTS are the total amount for EACH GROUP (if both groups are 

together with a “topdress” for Close up cows, calculate the average of the “common 
feeds” and add the topdress amount for the close up group 

¨ These should be actual weights. We need what is actually being fed not an estimate.   
¨ Make sure you indicate whether lb or kg – The results will be in metric measures only 
¨ % DM is as important as feed amounts. DM of feeds should be checked regularly to 

know the dry matter content of your feeds.  If purchased feeds, we use a default #. 
¨ Make sure all purchased feed prices are accurate and included. 
¨ Be sure to indicate the type of storage and whether inoculant or rumensin was used 
¨ Make sure all of the feeds used are included  
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